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o In 2019, LCY handled a record 5.1m passengers 

o 10 airlines and 45 destinations

o balanced passenger mix with 46% travelling for business

o part-way through transformational City Airport Development Programme (CADP), having 

delivered £350m of infrastructure

o COVID-19 pandemic resulted in a significant drop in demand and the airport closed for three 

months in 2020, to protect the health and safety of staff and passengers

o Passenger volumes have been recovering and we are currently operating at c.70% of 2019 

levels with 3m passengers in 2022 and 3.7m expected in 2023

o Focus during the recovery has been to ensure a resilient operation supported by maintaining 

and rebuilding staffing levels and working closely with airlines to manage volumes

Background and Update
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Our contribution to Newham and East London

Employing local people…

o One of Newham’s largest private employers pre-pandemic, with 2,200 on site

o Almost one third of newly recruited employees live in Newham with two thirds living in the 

local area

o First airport to adopt the London Living Wage

Work in the community… 

o LCY Community Fund has granted a total of £314k to local causes, of which £83k has been 

to 27 Newham organisations

o Meet the Buyer Event was attended by 100 small and medium suppliers and 23 buyers, 

potential £4.5m generated contract wins for businesses– 2023 event taking place in Q4

o 5th STEM in Aviation Day with over 400 students from 16 East London schools

o Extensive staff volunteering programme 
Being a responsible neighbour…

o Sustainability Roadmap launched in May which outlines our ambition to be 

London’s first net zero emission airport by 2030

o Strong track record in reducing emissions per passenger and committed to 

decarbonising our operations, improving the environment and helping East 

London grow and prosper

o Involved in several future of flight initiatives and well placed to be one of the 

first airports in the UK to facilitate a zero emission flight



Existing CADP Permission 

o Permission approved in July 2016 and supported by London Borough of Newham

o Comprehensive transformation of LCY into a gateway to Newham and East London

o Significant airfield infrastructure and facilities delivered before CADP paused due to pandemic

o CADP permission includes comprehensive controls (i.e. limits on annual passenger volumes and 

ATMs) and mitigation package, including £5.7m towards LBN’s education and employment 

initiatives 
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Background to proposals 

o Passenger demand is rebounding strongly for both business and leisure

o Airport constrained by passenger cap (6.5 mppa) and restrictive operating hours –

limiting the business case for airlines to refleet to new generation aircraft 

o Published our Master Plan in 2020 following extensive consultation - long-term vision for 

how we can respond to passenger demand and create more jobs locally

o Last year we consulted on proposals to amend existing planning permission with 

sustainability at the heart of the proposals, in line with our ambition to become 
London’s first net zero emissions airport by 2030

o Proposals supported by airlines helping to deliver cleaner, quieter new generation 

aircraft

o No increase in flights and no new infrastructure required, but with significant economic 

and environmental benefits 



LCY’s consultation and feedback
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o Carried out a comprehensive, non-statutory consultation exercise over a period of 10 weeks in 

summer 2022 

o Received 4,800 responses via online feedback forms, questionnaires, emails and letters, with 734 

responses from Newham 

o Key themes in consultation feedback has informed our future plans, particularly:

o Concerns about the impacts of noise associated with changes to the current Saturday curfew 

and early morning movements 

o Concerns about impacts on air quality and climate change 

o Strong support for commitments that only cleaner, quieter, new generation aircraft would be 

permitted to operate in any new operating periods 

o Support for the creation of more local jobs, opportunities and investment

o Desire to see improved mitigation including investment in local public transport, enhancements 

to the airport’s Sound Insulation Scheme and a much increased Community Fund



Summary of proposals and changes as a result of 
feedback
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Area Original Proposal Revised Proposals Additional Information

Passenger cap Increase cap from 6.5m to 9m

passengers per annum

Saturday operating hours Extension of operation hours 

from closure at 12.30 to 22:00

Extension of operation hours 

from closure at 12.30 to 18.30 on 

Saturday with an additional 

hour in summer for arrivals only 

(up to a maximum of 12)

Maintains 18 hour 

weekend curfew on 

departures year round 

with 17 hour curfew on 

arrivals during summer

Only cleaner, quieter, new generation aircraft allowed 

to operate beyond 12.30 on Saturdays

Increase in number of 

flights in first half hour of 

operations

6 additional 3 additional Number of flights reduced 

Number of permitted 

delayed flights in last half 

hour of operations

Unlimited No change to current limit of 

400 per annum

Existing cap retained



Application supported by comprehensive mitigation
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Reduced noise contour area

Targets to Increase number of people using sustainable transport 

Enhanced Sound Insulation Scheme 

Commitment to only allow cleaner, quieter next 
generation aircraft in any newly extended operating hours 

Sustainable Transport Fund for investment in local transport infrastructure

Enhanced Community Fund plus more skills and training opportunities for local residents



Delivering substantial benefits to Newham and London
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Create almost 2,000 additional local jobs (1,230 at the 

airport site) – the majority will be London Living Wage 

accredited

Support over £700m a year to East London’s economy

More choice of where/ when to fly for both leisure and business 
destinations, for example Greece, Canary Islands and global 

connections – and cheaper fares

Accelerate delivery of commitments to become 

London’s first net zero emissions airport by 2030



What we are not proposing 
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No change to existing 

8-hour ban on night 

flights

No increase to the 

current annual number 

of flights

No change to the 

operating hours on 

Sunday, with no flights 

before 12:30pm

No additional 

infrastructure* 

No additional car parking*

No changes to the airport’s 

safeguarding restrictions

*Other than what is already consented 



Next steps
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o LBN are consulting on the application until 17 March 2023 

o The application and supporting documents can be viewed online at 
www.newham.gov.uk/pa (reference 22/03045/VAR) 

o Comments on the application can be submitted as follows: 

By email

Send comments in an email to 

Liam.McFadden@Newham.Gov.uk

quoting reference number: 

22/03045/VAR

By letter

Send a letter to the following address quoting 

reference number: 22/03045/VAR

Director of Planning and Development

London Borough of Newham

Newham Dockside

1000 Dockside Road

E16 2QU

Online

Please visit 

www.newham.gov.uk/pa

and enter the reference 

number: 22/03045/VAR

http://www.newham.gov.uk/pa
mailto:Liam.McFadden@Newham.Gov.uk
http://www.newham.gov.uk/pa


Q&A
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